ABSTRACT
Another observation made by Carter and reflected in Fig. 3b is that in the Oxbow area mean annual rainfall is high close to the north-western escarpment (e.g. gauges B, I, R, T and U), but decreases towards the east (e.g. gauges PI, P2, P5 and X4). A similar situation exists from west to east 90 km south o f Oxbow (Fig. 3c) . However, C arter states that along the Drakensberg escarpment the rainfall is high (e.g. Organ Pipes Pass summit, M A R 1 609 mm), but that this high rainfall effect does not extend more than 1 , 6 -3 , 2 km into Lesotho.
It should be mentioned that Carter (Fig. 3d) 
HUMIDITY
Mean relative humidity data for Let3eng-la-Draai at 14h00 are given in Table 3 A further look at Table 3 reveals that the monthly mean relative humidity varies considerably from year to year, the percentage difference sometimes being as much as 339% (August). Mean annual range o f relative humidity is 33% .
Unfortunately it is not possible to compare the relative humidity data for LetSeng-la-Draai with M okhotlong, because the times o f observation are different, viz. 14h00 and 08h00 respectively. However, there is a marked difference in the seasonal march o f relative humidity at the two stations (Fig. 4) . A t LetSeng-la-Draai relative humidity is at a minimum during winter and early spring and at a maximum during summer, the wet season. This would be described by Schulze (1965) as a " m onsoonal" type o f variation. A t M okhotlong, on the other hand, the opposite situation prevails: relative humidity is at a minimum during spring and summer and at a maxi mum during winter, the dry season. This is apparently a "continental" type o f variation. The reason fo r the seasonal difference in relative humidity is not clear and deserves study by climatologists. Table 4 show that total annual evaporation is higher at M okhotlong than LetSeng-la-Draai. Evaporation at both stations is highest in summer and lowest in winter. C arter (1967) cites figures in his Table 4c 
